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AFCEA DC Names 2024-2025 Executive Board  
Leadership Team Brings Together Experienced and Diverse Group of Industry Leaders 

 
Washington, D.C., July 19, 2024 — AFCEA Washington, DC (AFCEA DC) has announced its elected 
executive board for 2024-2025. Board members were carefully selected to uphold AFCEA values 
and to meet mission requirements through advancing information technology, communications, 
and electronics capabilities. 

Becci DeFrank, Federal Sector AI Leader at NVIDIA, will serve as President for the 2024-2025 
term. She will be supported by Kevin Griffith, Senior Director, Federal at Snowflake who will serve 
as Executive Vice President and Theresa Pines, Sr. Director, Mission Support Sales for Asc3nd 
Technologies in the Senior Vice President role.  

AFCEA DC provides innovative programming that enables collaboration between military, 
government, industry, and academia, aligning technology and strategy to meet mission 
requirements. The Chapter largely focuses programming on the Department of Defense, 
Intelligence Community, and Homeland Security in the National Capital Region. 

“I am excited to be working with this exceptional group of leaders to offer engaging programming 
and meaningful discussion among the government community,” commented DeFrank.  “We’re 
ready to expand the reach and impact of AFCEA DC thought leaders and programming to support 
more professionals in the government community as well as STEM students across the greater 
Metro DC region.”    

The 2024-2025 AFCEA board also includes: 
 
Executive Leadership Team  
 
Treasurer Kevin Berce NVIDIA 
Secretary Annie John Open Text 
Vice President, Chapter Operations RJ Welsh ECS Tech 
Vice President, Communications Christina Thayer Red Hat 
Vice President, Programs Shaleen Braley Oracle 
Vice President, Education/STEM Jon Jumento Juniper 
Vice President, IDEA Danielle Manson Tyto Athene 
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Vice President, Sponsorship James Hanson Adobe 
Vice President, Strategic Initiatives Shannon Judd AWS 

 
Board Members at Large 
 
Presidential Appointment (1-year) Thelma Barker Comcast Business 
Emerging Leaders President Lorenzo Paluzzi Adaptavist 

 
Board of Directors include: 
 
Class of 2025 

Tereza Jacoby Splunk 
Alisha Kelly Trace Systems 
Li Ma Appian 
Kana Ng George Mason University 
Lisa Ortiz Dell 
Tom Perry VG Systems LLC 
Scott Sloan Stratas Corp 
Daniel Thomas Lumen 
Gerald Williams GWW Consulting 

 
Class of 2026 

Kevin Berce NVIDIA 

Ryan Hinkle Hitachi Vantara Federal 
Shannon Judd AWS 
Christina Thayer Red Hat 
David Raffetto Cisco Systems 
Neelam Sandhu Board Member 

Sima Shahin Rancher Government Solutions 

Henry Tragle Iron Bow Technologies 
RJ Welsh ECS Tech 

 
Class of 2027 

Patrick Barry GDIT 

Jeddah Deloria ServiceNow 
Indira Donegan Red River 
Mark Johnson IBM 
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Chris Lewis Illumio 
Mike McCalip Carahsoft 

Donald Murphy Snowflake 

Amanda Sawicz Aretec Inc. 

Jessica Tyree Leidos 
 
About AFCEA DC 
AFCEA DC is the Washington, DC-based chapter of AFCEA International. Established in 1946, 
AFCEA is a membership-based, non-profit organization dedicated to increasing knowledge 
through the exploration of issues relevant to its members in information technology, 
communications and electronics for the defense, homeland security, and intelligence 
communities. For over 75 years, the association has provided an environment for military, 
government, and industry communities to collaborate so that technology and strategy support 
the needs of those who serve. Washington, DC Chapter largely focuses on the Department of 
Defense, the intelligence community, military health-related agencies, and issues of national 
security. For more information, visit dc.afceachapters.org. 
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